
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



GLEANINGS FROM AMERICAN ART CENTERS 



In the West Side Court of New York, Magistrate Wahle handed down 
a decision as to the right of photographing paintings without the consent of 
the owner. The magistrate held that it was not a case of larceny, and dis- 
charged William G. Gray, a professional photographer. It was alleged 
that Gray had retained copies of the " The Sower," by Millet, the prop- 
erty of George W. Van- 
derbilt, which picture 
is hung in the Metro- 
politan Museum of 
Art. In deciding the 
case, MagistrateWahle 
maintained that if the 
owner procured an 
injunction restraining 
any one from copying 
the picture, and then 
copies had been made, 
a larceny is commit- 
ted. The case proved 
very interesting, and 
Magistrate Wahle, in 
looking up opinions on 
the matter, found there 
never had been a sim- 
ilar case in the courts 
in this country. He 
found similar cases in 
England, one in regard 
to a picture drawn by Queen Victoria and her consort, Prince Albert. 
<£ The burning of the Missouri State Building at Portland recalled to St. 
Louisans the great conflagration which destroyed the State's fine building 
at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition last year. Like the fire at Portland, 
it came right at the close of the fair, where, as the finest structure on the 
Plateau of States, it had attracted the attention of visitors from all parts of 
the world. The loss at Portland will fall, with a few exceptions, on the 
artists. Perhaps a half-dozen pictures were loaned for the exhibition, but 
nearly all of them were the property of their creators. Perhaps the greatest 
loss is suffered by Robert P. Bringhurst. His group, "The Kiss of Eter- 
nity," recently illustrated in Brush and Pencil, was on exhibition. That 
is, the original plaster cast was there, and he has no duplicate. So the 
work of a year is gone, and the world has lost a creation that was universally 
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DUTCH FOOT-STOVE 



conceded to be one of the best 
mortuary groups ever produced 
in this country. Fred O. Syl- 
vester lost five oil-paintings 
and three water- colors. Two 
of the oils, "The Levee" and 
" Flats, " were excellent speci- 
mens of Mr. Sylvester's work. 
Another of Mr. Sylvester's 
paintings, " Mississippi and 
Illinois," had recently been 
bought by Rudolph Schmitz 
and had been presented to 
some public school. It was 
one of the few paintings loaned 
for exhibition at Portland. 
Dawson Watson lost two val- 
uable oil-paintings/ 'Moonrise" 
and " Evening." He also lost 
several water-colors. Gustav 



Wolf lost seven oil-paint- 
ings, one of them being 
called "A November 
Day," and having been 
widely praised. Edmund 
H. Wuerpel sent thirteen 
oil-paintings. Miss Cor- 
nelia F. Maury, Richard 
E. Miller, Frederick L. 
Stoddard, Oscar E. 
Berninghaus, and Carl 
G u s t a v e Waldeck are 
other losers. 

J* At the annual con- 
vention of the American 
Civic Association in 
Cleveland, a meeting of 
much interest was that 
of the Woman's Outdoor 
ArtLeague, in which sev- 
eral reports were made 
of the successful work 
that the leagues are doing 
in different cities. One WR0UGHT . IR0N W0RK 
of the interesting reports By Ernst Meiaun 
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was that from Los Angeles, where it was stated that the league was carrying on 
an agitation to secure the passage of a law to tax signboards in the city. 
The league is also doing much work to secure better garbage collection and 
cleaner streets. The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
Mrs. E. L. Upton of Wau- 
kegan, Wis., president; 
Mrs. Sylvester Baxter of 
Maiden, Mass., first vice- 
president; Mrs. D. O. 
Hubbard, treasurer. Pa- 
pers were read by Mrs. 
M. F. Johnston of Rich- 
mond, Ind., on "The Arts 
and Crafts as Factors in 
Civic Improvement," and 
by Mrs. C. F. Millspaugh 
of Chicago, on "Women 
as a Factor in Civic Im- 
provement.' J A sympo- 
sium on ways and means 
closed the session. 
J* Justice Leventritt 
dismissed the suit of 
Ernesto Biondi, the Ital- 
ian sculptor, against the 
Metropolitan Museum to 
establish a contract which 
he claimed he made with 
it through the late Curator 
General Di Cesnola, on 
the ground that Di 
Cesnola had no power to 
make such a contract. 
J> Two beautiful panel pictures by the early Italian artist, Crevelli, have 
been acquired by the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art at a cost of 
$10,000. They were painted for a triptych to represent St. George and the 
Dragon. St. George is in very decorative armor. The other panel of 
St. Jerome is also decoratively treated. Both are in fine condition, the 
coloring not showing any signs of age. 

J> The following are the officers of the American Civic Association for the 
ensuing year: President, J. Horace McFarland, Harrisburg; Vice-Presi- 
dents, George Foster Peabody, New York, Franklin MacVeagh, Chicago, 
and Hon. James D. Phelan, San Francisco; Secretary, Clinton Rogers 
Woodruff, Philadelphia; Treasurer, William B. Howland, New York; 
Chairman, Advisory Committee, Robert C. Ogden, New York. Depart- 
ment Officers — W. O. A. L., Mrs. Edward L. Upton, Waukegan, Illinois. 
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Parks and Public Reservations, Andrew Wright Crawford, Philadelphia. 
Arts and Crafts, Mrs. M. F. Johnston, Richmond, Indiana. Children's 
Gardens, Dick J. Crosby, Washington. City-making, Frederick L. Ford, 
Hartford. Outdoor Art; Warren H. Manning, Boston. Factory Better- 
ment, Edwin L. Shuey, Dayton, Ohio. Libraries, Frederick M. Crunden, 
St. Louis, Mo. Public Nuisances, Prof. Thomas H. MacBride, Iowa City, 
Iowa. Public Recreation, Joseph Lee, Boston. Railroad Improvement, 
Mrs. A. E. McCrea, Chicago. Rural Improvements, Ossian C. Simonds, 
Chicago. School Extension, E. T. Hartman, Boston. Press, Frank Chapin 
Bray, Chicago. Social Settlements, Graham Romayne Taylor, Chicago. 
** The trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art have abolished the 
curatorship of sculpture, held by F. Edwin Elwell. Mr. ElwelFs salary 
will continue until the end of the year, in recognition of his services. Mr. 
Elwell became involved last August in a personal argument with George H. 
Story, curator of paintings and acting director pending the arrival of Sir 
Caspar Purdon Clarke, the newly appointed director. 
«* The competitive plans for the Washington University, made by five well- 
known architects, were placed recently on exhibition, in the southwest 
gallery of the Library of Congress. They show ground-plans for the dispo- 
sition and arrangement of buildings in Van Ness Park, and on the adjoining 
land to the south and west, for the purchase of which the university holds an 
option, as well as elevations of the several buildings immediately contem- 
plated in construction. Of the five sets, there is little doubt that those pre- 
sented by the winning firm, George B. Post and Sons of New York, are 
decidedly the best, but that even they are eminently satisfactory is gravely 
to be questioned. They possess obviously the virtue of simplicity, they are 
inoffensive and feasible, and they can, moreover, boast an orderly arrange- 
ment, but they manifest little individuality and show no distinguishing 
merit. This is, indeed, the shortcoming of the entire group, for while each 
competitor sets forth in his plans some special virtues, all five have treated 
the theme with surprising similarity. The designs for the memorial hall, 
for instance, have apparently, in every case, been inspired by the design of 
the library of Columbia University, and the other builidngs, while varying 
in detail, are without exception of a stereotyped, conventional order. It i ; 
true that the competition called for buildings of the classical style, to accord 
with the architecture of the White House and our other public buildings, 
but even with this handicap it would seem that in the hands of such able 
men as Hale and Morse, Delano and Aldrich, George B. Post and Sons, 
Parker and Thomas, and William A. Boring, the theme should have 
found more individual and noteworthy treatment. In the past decade, 
America has made greater advance in architecture than in any other 
branch of art, and in no line has this progress been more marked than in 
the field of college-building. Our American architects have realized the 
fact that a building should be the outward expression of the purpose for 
which it was projected, and in many instances, with this in mind, have 
produced works of distinguished as well as distinctive merit. Washington, 
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the capital of the nation, has, it is conceded, a great future before her, and 
in that future the Washington University should play a prominent part. 
It seems, therefore, in the opinion of a local critic, unfortunate that the 
accepted plans for its building should not possess more than ordinary 
in drtueh — at hey should not measure up to the best modern productions 
vabe in tt reality all that the art and knowledge of the present time could, 
make them. 

*£ What is said to be the largest and most valuable collection of oil-paint- 
ings and engravings owned by any institution of New Hampshire was hung 
in the new Carnegie Public Library at Dover, recently. The collection was 
purchased abroad by the late Benjamin T. Fredick, formerly a resident of 
the city, and was presented to the library by Miss Elizabeth C. Frost of 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, Mr. Fredick's sister. The chief paintings of 
the collection are as follows : "A Wedding Party Scene on the Roman Cam- 
pagna, near Tivoli, ' ' by Lindau; "Coliseum of Rome, ' ' by Knebel; "Nea- 
politan Fisherman, ' ' by Mazzoti; "Scene in Western Virginia, ' ' by W. L. 
Sontag; "Scene in Switzerland, Bay of Uri, and Rothstock Mountains"; 
"The Refused Bouquet," by Kattenmoser of Munich; "Scene on Lake 
Como, Italy," by Rollin Tilton; "Scene on Pontine Marshes," Teerlink; 
"Sleeping Child and Dog," copy, Bruils, by Mazzoleni; "Boy with Tur- 
key," copy, Mazzoleni; "The Annunciation," copy, Carlo Dolce, by Fal- 
ardeau; Murillo's "Beggar Boys," two copies porcelain, done at Munich; 
"Shepherd Boy," done at Munich; "Madonna of the Rosary," copy, 
Nani; "Grand Canal, Venice," copy, Naletto, by Falardeau; "Views in 
Florence taken from Pont Alle," Carraga; "Looking up the River," by 
Gherardi; copy of Raphael's fresco, "Prudence, Fortitude, and Temper- 
ance," in the Vatican, Rome; copy of Raphael's fresco of "The Four 
Sibyls, ' ' in the Church of Santa Maria. 

<£ The annual convention of the American Civic Association, in Cleveland, 
October 4th-6th was better attended than any previous gathering of improve- 
ment-workers. The notable progress made by this influential organization 
during the last year was set forth in the reports of the president, J. Horace 
McFarland, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; of the first vice-president, 
Clinton Rogers Woodruff, of Philadelphia; and of the treasurer, William 
B. Howland, of New York. Mr. Woodruff is an active officer of the asso- 
ciation and the purpose of his address was to review the significant develop- 
ments of the past year and to describe the association's share in the unceas- 
ing activities, the ever-widening interest, and the hopeful progress which 
have been the distinguishing features of the past year's work. The presi- 
dent's address was an answer to the oft-propounded query, "What shall we 
do first?" After the interest of one or more in a community has been 
aroused to the importance of improvement- work, the first and most natural 
inquiry is, "How shall we go about making our interest effective?" Mr. 
McFarland, out of his long and interesting personal and official experience, 
gave an answer, using his lantern- slides to illustrate his talk, which was 
very well received. 
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J> Here are some of Mayor Speer's suggestions, issued in the form of 
an official proclamation to the people of Denver: "If your ^ store 
front, residence, or fence is dingy, order it painted. If your awning is old, 
torn or faded, get a new one. If your sidewalk, gate, or fence needs repair- 
ing, fix it. If your advertising sign is old or faded, take it down or paint it. 
Resolve never to throw paper in the streets. Take all dandelions out of 
your lawn; they spoil its beauty. Destroy the young weeds that are 
starting on your property and on your neighbor's property. Burn all the 
rubbish possible— allow no one to throw it on streets, alleys, or vacant lots. 
Promise not to spit on the sidewalk. Organize a block improvement 
society, and allow no weeds to grow on sidewalk area or vacant property in 
your block. Ask your milkmen, grocery-men, and expressmen to have 
their wagons painted. Irrespective of the size of your house, make your 
lawn the finest. Illuminate the front of your store in the business section. 
Every effort put forth or dollar spent to improve our city's appearance will 
be returned twofold. ' ' 

J> At the Salon of 1881 appeared portraits of Dagnan-Bouveret and Bas- 
tien-Lepage by Albert Edelfelt, a Finlander, who recently died, the most 
widely known of Finnish painters. The Sorbonne has his wall-painting 
"Pasteur in His Laboratory," and the Luxembourg contains his "Religious 
Services in the Skaergaad, Finland." " Christ Appearing to Mary Mag- 
dalen" has a figure clad in the Finnish costume; other notable pictures are 
"Laundry; Harmony in Yellow on White," "Women in the Churchyard," 
and "Boys Bathing." Edelfelt is best known in America through his 
charming northern landscapes, but he was also eminent as a portrait-painter, 
having taken many likenesses in the imperial and royal families of Russia, 
Sweden, and Denmark. He was born at Helsingfors in 1854, studied under 
Ger6me, exhibited at the Salon in 1877, and passed most of his life in 
France, though the subjects of his pictures were almost always taken from 
Swedish or Finnish life and landscape. 

& Frank R. Wadsworth of Chicago, a well-known painter, died recently 
at Madrid, Spain, of fever. He was a son of Dr. Wadsworth, a well-known 
North Side physician, and was born in Chicago in 1874. Mr. Wadsworth 
was educated as an artist at the Art Institute of Chicago and the New York 
School of Art, and made several journeys abroad with the sketching parties 
of William M. Chase. It was on one of these sketching tours that he was 
seized with his last sickness. 

J> Germany is to establish an art academy in Rome, following in the foot- 
steps of France and the United States. The beautiful Villa Falconieri has 
just been sold to a German banker, who is said to have made the purchase 
in order to present it to the Emperor for the purpose of making it the seat 
of the German Academy of Fine Arts. 

J* A statue of Henner, the late painter, by the sculptor, Voulot, will be 
erected in the artist's native village, Bernwiller, in Alsace. 



